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Preparation for Combat

A. The Brigade Combat Team (BCT) includes digital preparation as part of their Pre-Combat Checks (PCC) and Pre-Combat Inspections (PCI).  This section provides guidance on FBCB2 System settings and before operations checks necessary to prepare the BCT for combat. 

B. As a minimum the following PCCs and PCIs are completed on a daily basis or at least 2 hours prior to an operation.  Report completion of these PCCs and PCIs through the chain of command to the Brigade S-3.  Deficiencies and problems are noted in this report.

C. This Card is applicable to all personnel or units assigned or attached to this command.  The instructions contained in this Card will be implemented in the absence of specific orders. 

Clear Queues and Logs
A. Clear Queues and Logs daily during stand to.

B. Clear Queues and Logs prior to executing any new mission. 

C. As a minimum clear:

1. Commo Logs

2. Message Transmission Logs

3. Situational Awareness (SA) Snap Shot Data

4. Messages

(a) Incoming MSG Queue (save any required messages before clearing FIPR queue)

(b) Sent Messages

5. Other messages and settings as required.

D. Remember anything cleared (messages, address groups, SA settings), is lost and needs to be reentered if still required for the operation.

FBCB2 Platform Settings

A. The following settings are used as the beginning point for all systems.  These SA settings are used as normal operating standards unless otherwise stated in operations plans or orders.

B.  Platform Settings.

1.  Location. (Manual Input format when required)

(a) Current Location: Military Grid Reference System (MGRS) format 

(b) Quality: as applicable

(c) Course: as applicable

(d) Speed: as applicable

(e) Elevation: as applicable

(f) Altitude: as applicable

2.  Miscellaneous.

(a) MEDEVAC Requestor’s Call Sign: as applicable

(b) MEDEVAC Voice Net Frequency: as applicable

C.  Local Settings.

1.  Display/Message.

(a) Reminder Dialog: On

(b) Warning Time Interval: 6 seconds

(c) Local Time Zone: as applicable

2.  Audio.

(a) Alerts: Voice

(b) Notices: Tone

(c) Reminders: Tone

(d) Voice Volume: 75%

D. Situation Awareness/Admin Settings

1. Own Platform Settings

	Mission
	Time

Filter
	Motion

Filter
	Report Mode

	Reconnaissance 
	10 minutes
	100 meters
	Auto

	Counter-Reconnaissance
	15 minutes
	200 meters
	Auto

	Movement to Contact
	5 minutes
	100 meters
	Auto

	Attack
	5 minutes
	100 meters
	Auto

	Defend
	15 minutes
	500 meters
	Auto

	SASO (static)
	30 minutes
	500 meters
	Auto

	SASO (dynamic)
	10 minutes
	100 meters
	Auto

	Prepare for Combat
	30 minutes
	500 meters
	Auto

	Assembly Area Ops
	30 minutes
	500 meters
	Auto

	Convoy/Movement Ops
	5 minutes
	100 meters
	Auto


2. Friendly SA Settings

	Mission
	Stale
	Old
	Purge

	Reconnaissance
	15 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 hours

	Counter-Reconnaissance
	15 minutes
	30 minutes
	24 hours

	Movement to Contact
	5 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 hours

	Attack 
	5 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 hours

	Defend
	15 minutes
	40 minutes
	24 hours

	SASO (static)
	15 minutes
	40 minutes
	24 hours

	SASO (dynamic)
	15 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 hours 

	Prepare for Combat
	60 minutes
	2 hours
	24 hours

	Assembly Area Ops 
	60 minutes
	2 hours
	24 hours

	Convoy/Movement Ops 
	10 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 hours


3. Observed SA Settings

	Mission
	Stale
	Old
	Purge

	Counter Reconnaissance
	20 minutes
	40 minutes
	1 hour

	Reconnaissance
	30 minutes
	60 minutes
	4 hours

	Enemy Attack
	10 minutes
	20 minutes
	1 hour

	Enemy Defense
	30 minutes
	60 minutes
	4 hours


4. Air Dimension SA Settings

	Mission
	Stale
	Old
	Purge

	Reconnaissance
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	24 minutes

	Counter-Reconnaissance
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	20 minutes

	Movement to Contact
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	20 minutes

	Attack 
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	20 minutes

	Defend
	10 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 minutes

	SASO (static)
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	20 minutes

	SASO (dynamic)
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	20 minutes

	Prepare for Combat
	10 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 minutes

	Assembly Area Ops 
	10 minutes
	20 minutes
	24 minutes

	Convoy/Movement Ops 
	5 minutes
	12 minutes
	20 minutes


5. Refer to the Software Users Manual for additional information concerning platform settings or the on-line tutorial for additional information.

NOTE:  Maintenance and Medic platforms should extend the STALE/OLD/PURGE settings so they can maintain SA on their FBCB2 for the platforms they are going to assist with maintenance or evacuation.

E. Map Settings

1.  Background Settings. 

(a) Type: CADRG (Use VPF or DTED for special operations such as map recon)

(b) Scale: 1:50,000

(c) Zoom: 

(1) Normal Operations: 1X 

(2) Special Operations: Adjust to level necessary to clearly identify terrain features or areas of special interest 

(d) Appearance: Adjust to user and tactical requirements.

2.  Grid Settings. (Do not display gridline except when absolutely necessary for mission accomplishment).

(a) Coordinate Type: MGRS

(b) MGRS Accuracy: 1 meter

(c) Show Grid Lines: Optional

(d) Gridline Spacing: Optional

(e) Gridline Color: Optional

3.  Center Settings.  As appropriate for mission.

4. Location Groups.  Location groups are determined for each operation and published as part of the Brigade and Battalion operations orders.

F. Filter Settings

1.  SA.

(a) Friendly Currency: Current and Stale

(b) Dimension: Ground

(c) Unit Types: All

(d) Echelon: Team/Crew, Squad, Platoon/Detachment, Company/Battery/Troop, Battalion/Squadron, Regiment/Group, and Brigade.  Deselect all other echelons.

(e) Enemy: All 

(1) Source of Information:  SPOT Report only, accepts when displaying an updated ASAS picture.  Spot report gives a more accurate picture of the enemy situation in the close fight.

(f) Unknown: All

(g) Georef: All

2.  Collapse/Expand.  Do not collapse friendly situational awareness data for the Brigade RISTA Troop, Task Force Recon, and units operating adjacent to task force or brigade boundaries.  

G. Line of Sight (LOS).

1. Use LOS for FM Communications feasibility study.

2. Use LOS to place Listening Post/ Observation Post (LP/OP) positions.

3. Defensive Positions.

4. Range Cards and Sector Sketches.

H. Radio Net Join.  Use Radio Net Join if:

1. Departing unit area of operations for any period greater than two hours.

2. If communications are lost for any time greater than 30 minutes.

3. See Card 810 for other reasons to execute Radio Net Join.

I. Periodic Reminders.  Responsible reporting agencies set periodic reminders to ensure all brigade recurring reports are submitted on time.

1. Commander's SITREP: 0600, 1200, 1800, 2400, daily

2. Log Report:  0900 & 1700 daily

3. Personnel Status Report: 0500 & 1700 daily

4. Sensitive Items:  0900 & 1900 daily (Use Free Text message format.)

5. INTSUM: 0500 & 1600 daily  (Use Free Text message format.)

6. Chemical Downwind Report:  0530, 1130, 1730, & 2330 daily

7. Daily 026/Deadline Report: 1500 daily  (Use Free Text message format.)

J. PMCS

1.  Equipment exterior.

(a) Check the equipment exterior for physical damage.

(b) Verify for completeness.

(c) Check hardware and connectors for damage.

(d) Check cables and connectors for damage.

(e) Check for disconnected cables.

2.  Keyboard.

(a) Check for dents, cracks, or damage to Keyboard and Keypad.

(b) Check for broken keypad membrane seal.

(c) Check for broken or missing keys

(d) Make sure operate and function properly by activating the keys.  Make sure the keys do not stick after pressing them.

3.  Display Unit.

(a) Check for cracks, scratches, or damage on the glass.

(b) Secure the Display Unit in the proper position.

4.  Equipment Cables.

(a) Check for fraying, broken or bare wire/cables.

(b) Check for cracks, corrosion or broken connectors.

5.  CPU

(a) Check for blockage of cooling fins.

(b) Check for cracked or broken cooling fins.

(c) Check for cracks, dents or damage to casing.

(d) Check for a secure seal around the back-up battery access plate, if visible.

(e) Check for damage to, and/or loose or missing screws, if visible.

(f) Clean the AN/UYK-128 (V) system (if required).
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